
ferred upon the blind, and by his words and writings has done much for their
education all over the world.
He has taken a prominent part in the training of the idiotic and the feeble-

minded, and was the principal of the school organized in 1851 for improving
the condition of those classes. His philanthropic tendencies led him into many
fields of labor which it is hardly within our province to notice. His political
views are pretty widely known. He was the intimate friend of John Brown.
At the outbreak of the war he became a prominent member of the Sanitary
Commission, and at its close was appointed one of a commission to report upon
the condition of the freedmen.
Dr. Howe's labors at the blind asylum are full of interest. They have

been the admiration of poet, novelist, and many a distinguished visitor to the
asylum. The case of Laura Bridgman alone was enough to have established
his reputation in his special field, but this was but one bright feature in a life's
work well and faithfully accomplished. We hope to be able to give at some
future time a brief account of the teaching of the blind so quietly carried on

at the South Boston asylum for over forty years. We must content ourselves
now with a brief tribute of respect to the memory of its distinguished director.

THE SEWERAGE OF BOSTON.
It gave us great pleasure a few weeks ago to notice with almost unqualified

commendation the report of an official consultation upon the sanitary state of
our city. The consulting body comprised five eminent physicians, and their
views upon the diagnosis, the prognosis, and the treatment in the case under
their consideration appeared in a high degree just and exhaustive. A single
sentence may be quoted to show the opinion of this commission upon a point
of paramount consequence : " We wish to state that our investigations into
the nature and the causes of fatal disease in Boston have convinced us of the
urgent necessity of providing the city with a more satisfactory system of
sewers than we now possess." This emphatic and authoritative expression
was the fruit of painstaking research, and was in entire harmony with the con-
victions of all, in the profession and out of it, who had given the matter any
careful study. *

But while those who had the sanitary welfare of the city at heart have for
a long time appreciated the pressing need of improvement in our methods of
sewage-disposal, their belief was based rather upon general impressions that
something in our system was wrong than upon substantial evidence of facts.
We therefore welcome as a most timely and useful document the report of the
commission appointed last March by his honor, the mayor, to investigate the
whole subject of our sewerage, and to present plans and estimates for the
better removal of the sewage of our large and growing city. The commission-
ers (Messrs. E. S. Chesbrough and Moses Lane, distinguished civil engineers,
and Dr. C. F. Fôlsom, the Secretary of the State Board of Health) have not
disappointed the great expectations which were had in anticipation of their
report ; they have evidently carried forward their task in full appreciation of
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its magnitude, and with a conscientious purpose to solve the immense problem
imposed upon them.
We are impressed by the quality of authority which pervades this report :

nothing is taken for granted ; every statement is founded upon fact. Thus, we
feel sure that we have before us the fruit of actual inspection when we read
that the catch-basins under the manholes of our sewers are " literal open-
mouthed cess-pools connected with the houses in all parts of the city ;

" that
the sewer-outlets are so placed that the sewage matter must precipitate and
decompose upon the flats ; that sewers in Boylston Street and in Berkeley
Street are simply " elongated cess-pools ;

" and that a large sewer which crosses

the north end of the city, with an outlet at each extremity, " had a solid de-
posit five feet deep." Ample testimony is offered to demonstrate what pre-
viously was inferred, that our sewerage is lamentably defective and that the
call for amendment is emphatically justified.
To solve this problem, to provide a plan whereby sewage shall start from

the houses and go in a continuous current, without interruption, until it reaches
its destination in deep water, the commissioners offer a scheme which appears
sufficiently comprehensive to fulfill all the requirements of the situation,
present and remotely prospective. They recommend the construction of two
main intercepting sewers, one on the south side of Charles River and the
other on the north side. Both discharge into the harbor far away from the
city, the former at Moon Island, the latter at Point Shirley. By this plan,
provision is made for the disposal of the sewage of a population of nine hun-
dred thousand. For all the details with regard to the size of the sewers,
their outfall, their inclination, their branches, their siphons, their pumping
stations, and their reservoirs, we must refer our readers to the document itself,
which discusses all these points with great perspicuity.
We presume there will be tolerable unanimity concerning the merits of this

very inclusive and far-sighted scheme, until the question of cost comes up.
The commissioners estimate that their plans will require an expenditure of
$6,500,000 for their fulfillment. In times like these, when the spirit of
economy and retrenchment is in the air, this seems like an extravagance.
Into that question, however, we do not feel called upon to enter, except to
protest in a general way against any penny-wisdom and pound-folly in
matters affecting the public health. And we trust that our municipal law-
givers will not lose much time in fruitless wrangling; if the present commis-
sioners have not given us the best plan practicable in the interests alike of
economy and of public hygiene, let us have another without delay. Enough
is known to demonstrate the imperative need of immediate and radical action.
The report closes with the recommendation of certain measures intended

to render dwellings free from sewer-gas and foul drain-smells. One of these
is that soil-pipes be carried through the roofs to a point two feet above the
latter, and at a distance from chimneys or windows. A second is that rain-
water spouts be untrapped and discharge into the sewers, provided that the
upper ends be remote from windows or the tops of chimneys communicating with
rooms occupied by human beings ; to this measure there would be some opposi-
tion, although we believe it to be a very conservative safeguard against sewer-
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gas invasion, in close alliance with the first device, but to be continued only
until proper ventilation is provided for the sewers themselves. Another rec-
ommendation by the commission meets our hearty approval, namely, that
there shall be inspectors whose sole business it shall be to see that house-
drains are properly constructed and kept in order, and that no new houses are
occupied until they have been properly inspected and their drains have been
found satisfactory.

MEDICAL NOTES.

—

Many of our readers, who have profited by the advantages of the General
Hospital at Vienna, will be glad to learn that, according to our English ex-

changes, pathology in that city seems to be entering on a new era with the
advent of Professor Hischl. The Pathological Institute is to be completely
, remodeled. ^ New post-mortem rooms are to be built, with proper ventilation,
and with windows in the roof, instead of, as at present, in the side walls. There
will also be proper laboratories for microscopical work, in which the abundant
material afforded by the gigantic General Hospital may be made practically
available for the instruction of the student-: ; hitherto this material has been
allowed to run to waste in a most unsatisfactory manner. The transference of
the medico-legal post mortems from the professor of pathological anatomy to
the professor of forensic medicine will enable the former to devote himself ex-
clusively to his proper subjects, while, at the same time, the appointment of
three assistants instead of two will still further distribute the merely mechan-
ical functions of the office, and permit the new professor to devote himself to
really scientific work, as well as to bestow the necessary amount of time and
pains on his course of lectures.

—

Dr. John P. Mettauer, of Prince Edward C. H., Virginia, died at his
residence November 22, 1875, in bis eighty-eighth year. In times past he
has contributed many articles to the Journal. He entered, says the Virginia
Medical Monthly, upon the practice of his profession when about twenty-one
years of age, and continued constantly at his post until within a few days of
his death. No Southern surgeon was more widely known. The Richmond
Dispatch describes him as " a man of scrupulous integrity, high tone, much
culture, and great gravity and dignity of manner."
—

We have received from E. Steiger, New York, the Popular Health Alma-
nac for 1876. It contains a variety of useful information for physicians and
druggists, embracing an analysis of the chief popular nostrums, including
soothing syrups, enamels, hair restorers, etc., the dangers or uselessness of
which are commented upon by good authorities.
—

From the same source comes also a pamphlet entitled Wildungen: its Baths
and Mineral Springs, written by the resident physician, Dr. Stoecker, and
translated into English by Dr. Charles Hayer. The springs are alkaliue and
chalybeate, and are situated in the Duchy of Waldeck ; the climate is that of
Central Germany.
—

G. P. Putnam's Sons have published a pretty little volume entitled In
Memoriam, containing a biographical sketch of Dr. Ernst Krackowizer, an
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